Criminal-careers research has identified reliable trends in offending trajectories for delinquency and crime. In broad terms, although delinquency-and crime-related behaviors can often be traced to oppositional and conduct problems in early and middle childhood (Moffit, 1993; Tremblay, 2000), both self-reported and official offending peak in adolescence and early adulthood and decline steadily
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Official sexual and nonsexual offense histories and confidential self-report data on sexual offending were obtained on 207 adult males serving sentences for sexual offenses against children (98 intrafamilial, 72 extrafamilial, and 37 mixed-type offenders). The mean self-reported age when offenders first had sexual contact with a child was 32.2 years (median = 31 years; range = 10-63 years
Criminal-careers research has identified reliable trends in offending trajectories for delinquency and crime. In broad terms, although delinquency-and crime-related behaviors can often be traced to oppositional and conduct problems in early and middle childhood (Moffit, 1993; Tremblay, 2000) , both self-reported and official offending peak in adolescence and early adulthood and decline steadily thereafter (Elliot, 1994) . The peak age for involvement in violent crime is somewhat later than it is for involvement in nonviolent crime, but a similar decline occurs from at least the fourth decade (Gottfredson & Hirschi, 1990) . A similar age-crime curve pertains among persistent serious offenders, albeit one characterized by relatively early onset and late desistance (Tolan & Gorman-Smith, 1998) .
Less is known about offending trajectories more specifically of sexual offenders. Compared to nonsexual offenders, the ages of convicted sexual offenders tend to be more evenly distributed across the lifespan. Studies of convicted sexual offenders typically report that child molesters are significantly older than both rapists and nonsexual offenders (Barbaree & Seto, 1997). However, with increasing attention being given in many jurisdictions to improving detection and prosecution rates of sexual offenders, and particularly to the pursuit of child sexual abuse cases that are alleged to have occurred many years ago, the gap between the commission and official detection of sexual offenses may be wide (Criminal Justice Commission, 1999) .
Recent studies indicate that, unlike age trends for nonsexual crime, the age distribution for sexual offenders is markedly bimodal, with one peak observed in early adolescence and a second peak in the mid-to late-30s (Canadian Center for Justice Statistics, 1999 , in Hanson, 2002 . Some authors have interpreted this age distribution pattern as indicating that juvenile and adult sexual offenders may be qualitatively distinct populations (Hanson, 2002) . Although some clinical researchers argue that the potential transition rate from juvenile to adult sexual offending is high (e.g., Abel, Osborn, & Twigg, 1993) , official sexual recidivism rates for juvenile sexual offenders have consistently been observed to be low (Righthand & Welch, 2001) . Questions also remain about the extent to which adult sexual offenders begin sexual offending in adolescence, with indications that late onset may be at least as common as early onset (Smallbone, in press ). The existence of many older adult sexual offenders in correctional settings may be the result of early onset and persistence, but may alternatively be accounted for by early desistance and late detection, and/or by late onset.
Criminal-careers researchers have also been concerned with the extent to which offenders specialize or are versatile in their criminal activity. Increasingly, the weight of empirical evidence indicates that most offenders are versatile rather than specialized in their criminal behavior. However, although most serious persistent offenders commit a very wide range of offenses (Loeber & Farrington, 1998) , others appear to refine their offending techniques over time and become increasingly selective in the types of offenses they commit (Blumstein, Cohen, Das, & Moitra, 1988) . Thus, there may be two orthogonal dimensions of criminal careers-limited versus persistent, and specialized versus versatile.
Individual differences in persistence and versatility may also be important dimensions of the criminal careers of sexual offenders. Hanson and Bussiere's
